May 2024 Comments on Select
Drug(s) for Cost Review Study

May 13, 2024

Chair Mitchell, Members of the Prescription Drug Affordability Board, and Staff;

The skyrocketing costs of prescription drugs is a growing issue for members of our
congregations and communities. We, the leadership of the undersigned congregations,
daily witness the effects of the skyrocketing costs of prescription drugs for our
congregations and communities.

During your cost review process please take into consideration that drugs do not work
if people cannot afford them. We hear that the costs are so high because of the
resourced needed to invent these drugs, yet we know that drug corporations spend
billions more on advertising and self-enriching activities than they do on research and
development. Meanwhile health inequities based on race, ethnicity, disability and place
of residence persist throughout our communities. As you undertake the cost review
process we urge you consider how you may help reduce health disparities in
management of chronic conditions and access to medications.

We appreciate your work and pray that you will act swiftly so that after you begin to
address costs for state and local governments we can work to expand the Board's
authority to make high-cost prescription drugs for all. It is a moral imperative.

Sincerely,

The undersigned members of the Baltimore area faith community.
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