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In Maryland, CareFirst reports After price hikes of nearly
that prescription drugs account 500% by some
for 33% of every premium dollar manufacturers, many health
45 million Americans did not fill spent -- the single largest departments across the
a prescription in 2016 due to contributor to their overall country struggle to afford
prohibitive costs. spending. naloxone.

PATIENTS

One in four individuals report
difficulty affording their
prescription drugs.



The problem continues to

grow:

Despite a worsening
pandemic that threatens
the health and financial
wellbeing of many, the
pharmaceutical industry
has continued to
Increase prices on
existing drugs above the
rate of inflation.

A CLOSER LOOK:
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Community Forums

The Maryland Citizens’ Health Initiative Education
Fund (MCHIEF) hosted seven listening sessions
around the state to gather community input on the
rising costs of prescription drugs. The forums were
designed to educate the public about the
Prescription Drug Affordability Board, collect input
from the public, and gather stories of Marylanders
\c/jvho have struggled with high-cost prescription
rugs.
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DRUGS DON’T WORK
IF PEOPLE CAN'T

MCHI created an online form to solicit community
input to share with the Board, which can be found at
www.healthcareforall.com/RxInput



http://www.healthcareforall.com/RxInput
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* Prescription drug affordability is a significant concern
for Marylanders that spans income, age, and region.

 Marylanders were excited to learn that action is
being taken to address prescription drug affordability
on the state level; however, they would most like to
see real savings for individual consumers around the
state, not just state and local government entities.

Key Findings

* Participants voiced frustrations with confusing
formularies, a lack of transparency, and
discrepancies in drug costs.

* Marylanders would like the Board to consider a
variety approaches to making prescription drugs
more affordable and would like for the entire supply
chain to be considered




» “Affordability to me is a common-sense
approach. Especially now with the pandemic
and the loss of jobs. | believe drug companies
should take into consideration income or lack
thereof for their patients.”

. ”Bein%‘able to get the medication needed with
or without insurance assistance.”

What does * “Where everyone who needs a prescription can

(" IR/, have it filled.”
affO rd d bl | Ity? * “The ability tob ay for pres%criptiﬁns without
causing a problem to pay for other necessities
mean to you: such as mortgage/rent, food, utilities, etc.”

e “Affordability means not having to worry about
whether you can afford to purchase and take
the drug as prescribed, without sacrificing
other essentials in the household budget.”

* “When it doesn't cost more than $100 in
copays.”




* “Price reductions on some of the most essential and
commonly used medications such as insulin and epi
pens... for people with life-threatening allergies,
having an epi-pen is not a 'luxury’ or a chance that

What would they should need to take. Insulin has been around

. for many decades, virtually unchanged, so the rising
yOU | | ke to cost is totally unwarranted and unacceptable.”
Nele th e » “Define the goals of the Board and what their

purpose is and making that well known. Include
Boa rd addressing the prescription drug insurance

confusion that directly impacts drug affordability.”

accomplish?

* “Develop strategies that make COVID vaccine and
other Rx affordable, available, and account for Rx as
part of entire course of treatment.”

* “To determine a way to make prescription drugs
more affordable for Maryland residents.”




s there
anything else
vou would like
the Board to

know or
consider going
forward?

“There are drugs that are literally life saving and there
are drugs that are required to manage conditions that
would otherwise reduce the quality of life or cause
surgeries. They should start working on the first
category of drugs but not lose track of the second
category, which is just as important.”

“Please keep in mind that more and more Americans
are retiring with inadequate savings. Most will not be
able to afford the basics necessities.”

“People with commercial insurance or no insurance do
best when assistance is offered to help with drug
expenses. Those of us with Part D Medicare seem to be
left out. | would like to see more equality in drug costs.
Because | am in the coverage gap | am literally
counting my pills to see if they will last until Jan 1st
when my plan resets.”

“Please just put the interests of the public ahead of the
interests of pharmaceutical companies.”



BURNELL B.

BETHESDA

| take Ranexa 500mg twice a day and,
even with my insurance company paying,
| also have to pay $267.00 out of pocket. |
am retired and on a fixed income and this
is way out of my range to afford. There is
no way pharma company CEOs should
become billionaires with the prices they
are charging the American people.”

“I'm on Social Security -‘

allergies, and depression.

and support my
grandchildren and
daughter as well as
myself. | get no financial
assistance from
anywhere. | have
diabetes, high blood
pressure, high
cholesterol, acid reflux,

" JANICE G.
\ PASADENA

ALLISON W.
GAITHERSBURG

We shouldn’t have
to crowdsource the
medication that's

| sometimes go months : ?
keeping us alive.

without the many
prescriptions | need, |

cannot afford the
copays."

PAT W.
ANNAPOLIS

"My granddaughter has three stage four cancers.
She has to keep working to keep her health
insurance. She can't drive anymore, her dad

drives her to work. She can barely move without

pain but she can't quit. Just one of her meds is

$1200 and there are lots more. She cries from
pain and frustration but she is stuck between a
rock and a hard place and nowhere to go. She
can't keep it up much longer then what does sh
do? This is not right or moral."










Thank you to the partners who made

these forums possible, including:

* Maryland AARP * Frederick County Public Library
* Action Now Initiative * QOakcrest/Erickson Living

e AIDS Health Foundation * Open Society Institute

e Charles County Public Library * Patients for Affordable Drugs

* Ellicott City 50+Center e State Innovation Exchange

* Enoch Pratt Free Library * The Impact Project

Thank you to the Prescription Drug Affordability Board Members for your participation in these
forums.
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